EMY Final Conference, 21 January 2021, 09:30 - 17:00 CET
The objective of the Conference is to share the key findings of the project, and
to propose and discuss future initiatives building on its foundations. This will
allow us to look beyond the project’s end in early 2021 and explore how mobility
in the EU will evolve, post-COVID-19, and, in particular, how the fundamental
rights of EU citizens could be strengthened and mobile citizens could make their
voice heard in the future.
The event is open to stakeholders, the EMY network, and interested members
of the general public. Participation is free of charge. Register here

Programme
09:30 - 10:15

Welcome Session: Setting the Scene for Empowering
Mobile Youth in the European Union

Moderator: Christine Leitner (CEPA)
Welcome Address
Othmar Karas, Vice President of the European Parliament, Group of the European People's Party
(Christian Democrats)
Introductory Remarks
Helmut Leopold, Head of Center for Digital Safety & Security, Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT)
Keynote: “A new push for democracy in Europe – Commission policy initiatives to promote
inclusive democratic participation, EU citizenship rights and free and fair elections in the EU”,
Harry Panagopulos, DG Justice and Consumers, European Commission
Q&A with participants

10:15 - 11:00

Thematic Session 1: What EMY Has Done So Far (I):
Key Findings from the EMY Mapping Activities

Christian M. Stiefmueller, Yuri Misnikov, Christine Leitner (CEPA)
This session will provide an opportunity to reflect on the key project results from the two pilot
countries, Austria and Estonia, based on activities conducted with EMYs before and after the
European Elections in May 2019. Key barriers for the democratic participation of young mobile
citizens at the EU and local levels, such as administrative barriers, information and
communication deficits, will be identified and discussed.

11:30 - 12:00

Thematic Session 2: EU Citizenship and Democratic
Engagement of Mobile Citizens in the Member States

Keynote: “Towards a resilient European citizenship: Lessons from the thick and thin”, Petar
Markovic, European Citizen Action Service (ECAS)
Moderator/Discussant: J. Ignacio Criado, Deputy Vice-Rector, Associate Professor,
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM)
This session will discuss insights into research, outreach and advocacy activities to strengthen
the democratic engagement of mobile EU citizens in all Member States.
Q&A with participants

12:00 - 12:45

Thematic Session 3: What EMY Has Done So Far (II):
emyConnect and EMY Community Building

Andreas Martin, Mihai Bartha (AIT), Mohammad Allagha, Hannah Zach, Melanie Lucic
(Politikos)
In this session, we will demonstrate the prototype emyConnect tool, which was developed
and tested during the local elections in Vienna in October 2020. Furthermore, the activities
undertaken to create an EU-wide networked community of young mobile citizens will be
highlighted with a view to ensuring its sustainability beyond the scope of the EMY project.

13:30 - 15:00

Panel Discussion: Joining Forces to Enhance Democratic EU
Citizenship Rights of EMYs

Moderators: Kristina Reinsalu and Radu Serrano (eGovernance Academy)
Panellists/Discussants: Anna Stürgkh, Federal Chairwoman of Junge Liberale NEOS – JUNOS
(Austria); José Ramón Sabogal Hernandez, President of ESN Austria; Heiki Viisimaa,
Representative of the Archimedes Foundation (Estonia); Britta Breser, CEPA Expert, Lecturer and
Research Associate at Karl-Franzens-University Graz; Ines Holzegger, EMY in Estonia
Based on a short presentation of the policy recommendations for key stakeholders at the
national and EU level developed in the EMY project, this panel will engage with stakeholders
(representatives of public authorities, student unions, chamber of labour, educational
institutions and politicians) and young mobile citizens in a dialogue on the proposed
recommendations. The discussion will focus, in particular, on how to better inform young people
about EU citizenship rights, engagement opportunities while living abroad, and how key
stakeholders could support them more effectively, including through enhanced educational
efforts.

15:30 - 16:30

Special Session: Your Voice Matters! - Discuss the Future of
EMY with MEPs from Austria and Estonia

Moderator: Paul Hofheinz, President and Co-Founder, The Lisbon Council
Panellists/Discussants: Marina Kaljurand, MEP (Estonia), Group of the Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and Democrats; Lukas Mandl, MEP (Austria), Group of the European People's
Party (Christian Democrats)
What has been the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on mobility programmes for young
Europeans and the meaning of EU citizenship rights? We invite policy-makers to share
perspectives and draw conclusions. This session will allow participants to engage with
Members of the European Parliament and discuss their citizenship rights, how they have been
affected by COVID-19, and what lessons could be learnt from that experience.

16:30 - 17:00

Wrap up of the Conference and Future Activities

Moderator: Christine Leitner (CEPA)
This session will summarize the key take-aways from the discussions in the previous
sessions, followed by a brief discussion on opportunities for future activities and cooperation
with other organisations and projects in the EU, beyond the two pilot countries Austria and
Estonia.

